
1806 Sept. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

come we’ve been through two hunting sea-
sons and all the Washington hunters still have
their guns? But the crime rate has gone
down.

I’ll tell you who doesn’t have guns, the
60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers who
couldn’t get handguns because of the Brady
bill. This is a safer country in the last 4 years
because of our crime program, and they
fought it.

I want you to help us build a bridge to
the 21st century with strong families and
strong, clean communities. I am proud of the
fact that we passed the family leave law, but
I think people should be able to get a little
time off from work to go to those regular
appointments with their children’s teachers
or take their parents to the doctor on a regu-
lar basis. That won’t bankrupt the economy.
It will make us stronger. I ask you to help
me build a country with stronger families.

I want you to help me see through our
efforts to stop the tobacco companies and
marketing it to our children. It’s illegal. I
want you to help me see through our efforts
to protect the safe and drug-free school pro-
grams. I want you to help me see through
our efforts to get more hours of children’s
educational programming on television and
give parents the V-chip and a rating system
so they can control the programs their young-
er children see. I want you to help me build
strong families. Will you help me build that
kind of bridge to the 21st century?

And finally, I want you to help me prove
that we can build a strong economy and pre-
serve our environment. Just 2 days ago we
reached an agreement to preserve the old
growth forests in Washington and Oregon,
and timber jobs are up in the last 4 years
since I’ve been President, not down. We
reached an agreement to restore the salmon
on the Columbia River in ways that will help
the economy and preserve our natural herit-
age. Yesterday we preserved 1.7 million acres
in southern Utah, the Cascade-Escalante Na-
tional Monument. It’s important.

We are going to have cleaner air, safer
drinking water, purer food, because this ad-
ministration believes that we don’t have to
roll back 25 years of bipartisan commitment
to environmental protection; we should build
on it.

Folks, we can grow the economy of Wash-
ington State by preserving the environment
in a smart way. And so I ask you—let me
just give you one example. We’ve cleaned up
more toxic dumps in 3 years than were
cleaned up in 12 years before us. But 10 mil-
lion American children—look at these chil-
dren here—10 million children still live with-
in 4 miles of a toxic waste dump. If you will
give us 4 more years, we’ll clean up 500
more, and we can say, ‘‘Our kids in America,
they’re growing up next to parks, not poison.’’
That’s the bridge we want to build to the
21st century.

So that’s the choice. For 6 weeks and 5
days, the Vice President and Hillary and Tip-
per and I, we’re committed to making this
a campaign of ideas, not insults. We don’t
want to ask, ‘‘who’s to blame;’’ we want to
ask, ‘‘what are we going to do about it?’’

And we want to ask you, each and every
one of you, to give us 6 weeks and 5 days
of hard effort, talking to your friends and
neighbors about what this election is about.
It’s about what these children will have in
America when they are our age. It’s about
what we will be like when we charge into
the 21st century. It’s about whether we’re
going forward with opportunity for all, re-
sponsibility from all, and a sense of commu-
nity in this country that says, if you believe
in the principles of the Constitution, the
Declaration of Independence, and the Bill
of Rights, if you’re willing to work hard and
be responsible, we’re going to build a bridge
to the 21st century that you can walk across
with us, hand in hand, arm in arm. A good
future, the best days are still to come.

Thank you, and God bless you. [Applause]
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. at Yelm
City Park. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks in Centralia, Washington
September 19, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you so much.

Thank you for waiting for us. Thank you for
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making us feel so very welcome. What a
beautiful, beautiful community this is. I love
this street. I love these stores. I love all your
signs. We do feel welcome to your village,
and we’re glad you’re here with us to build
that bridge to the 21st century. Thank you.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the mayor and the other local officials. Thank
you to the two bands that played so well for
us. Thank you very, very much. Thank you,
John Simpson, for your welcome and for the
power of your life’s example. Now when I
leave town I will not have taken any money
off you in a poker game, but I hope that won’t
weaken your support for the Clinton-Gore
ticket. We’re proud of you. Thank you, sir.
And thank you, Gary Locke, not only for run-
ning for Governor but for the good, positive,
constructive, progressive, future-oriented
campaign that you ran and that you will run.

Ladies and gentlemen, the partnership be-
tween the National Government and the
States is critical and will be more critical in
the next few years. We’re reforming the wel-
fare laws, for example, and giving the States
the power to design programs for able-bod-
ied people on welfare to have to work in re-
turn for support for their children. You want
people who care about those kids, who want
to bring those folks into the mainstream, who
have both compassion as well as a strong
work ethic. I think you know who should be
the next Governor of the State of Washing-
ton, Gary Locke.

Let me also say a special word of thanks
to the Vice President for what he said about
the fight we had last year with the leaders
of Congress—with Speaker Gingrich and
Senator Dole and those who were committed
to their Contract with America. I remember
well in 1994 when they went across the coun-
try and they won the Congress back. They
won as many seats in the State of Washing-
ton, including this one, as in any State in the
country. And they said a few clear things.
They said, ‘‘We have this Contract with
America, and it will move America forward.’’
They neglected to say they wanted to cut
education, they wanted to weaken the envi-
ronment, they wanted to raise taxes on the
poorest working people, they wanted to per-
mit people to raid their workers’ pension
funds, they wanted to abolish AmeriCorps,

abolish our student loan program, abolish the
safe and drug-free schools program. They
wanted to turn Medicare into a two-tier sys-
tem. They wanted to stop Medicaid’s guaran-
tee of health care to poor children, to preg-
nant women, to families with people with dis-
abilities, to the elderly in our nursing homes.
They left out all that fine print in 1994.

But when they took office we saw what
they wanted. They also attacked us for two
things. They said the economic program
which passed in 1993 raised the taxes of ordi-
nary Americans, their income taxes. It wasn’t
true. They said that the crime bill of 1994
was going to take guns away from the hunters
and sportsmen of Washington. And guess
what, that wasn’t true.

Well, now you’ve had 2 years to see them
and to see the results of our efforts. And what
I want to say to you is the country is going
to be looking at Washington State because
the voters of Washington State, by the nar-
rowest of margins in five congressional dis-
tricts, bought on to Mr. Gingrich’s and Mr.
Dole’s ‘‘Contract With America.’’ And now
you have seen the results. First of all, what
they told you about our program was wrong.
We have 101⁄2 million more jobs; they were
wrong. The deficit has gone down, not up;
they were wrong.

You’ve seen our crime bill. The crime rate
has gone down for 4 years in a row. We’re
putting 100,000 police on the street. Not a
single Washington hunter has lost a weapon
in 2 years. They did not tell the rural people
of Washington the truth. But 60,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers couldn’t get guns be-
cause of the Brady bill. We were right, and
they were wrong.

And in pursuit of their contract they shut
the Government down when we pleaded
with them to balance the budget in a humane
way. We said, ‘‘We’re for balancing the budg-
et. After all, we brought the deficit down,
and all of you voted against us. But we don’t
want to destroy Medicare or Medicaid or cut
education or turn our backs on our commit-
ment to the environment. We can’t raise
taxes on the poorest working people in Amer-
ica. We can’t allow a raid on our pension
funds. We went through that in the 1980’s,
and I saw too many people have their retire-
ment taken away. Let’s just balance the
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budget. We’ve got the agreed-upon savings.’’
And they said no; they shut the Government
down.

Now, folks, right here in Centralia you’re
going to be looked to all over America. Peo-
ple are going to ask, did the people of
Centralia, Washington, really vote for that
contract on America? Did they really vote
to stop the commitment to put 100,000 po-
lice on the street? Did they really vote to
end the safe and drug-free school program?
Did they really vote to deprive these fine
young people here of the opportunity to earn
their way through college by serving their
communities in the AmeriCorps program?

Audience members. No-o-o!
The President. Did they really vote to end

our new college loan program, which is lower
cost and gives children better repayment op-
tions so that no one need fear going to school
because of the debt? They’re going to be
looking to you for answers, and I hope your
answer will be, ‘‘We’d like for Brian Baird
to be our Congressman.’’ And I’d like for him
to come up here and be seen.

[At this point, Mr. Baird, candidate for the
3d congressional district, made brief re-
marks.]

The President. Thank you. Folks, I want
you just to take a couple of minutes. You
waited a long time here today, and I want
to talk to you about the next 4 years. This
election will see the American people elect
the last President of the 20th century and
the first President of the 21st century. At a
time of enormous change in how we work
and live and relate to the rest of the world,
just think of it: Here we are in a beautiful,
traditional American town, a great Main
Street here, in a State where one in five jobs
is dependent upon our ability to trade with
people all around the world. This is a new
age.

Let me tell you, to the young people
here—there are young people in this audi-
ence who will soon be doing jobs that have
not been invented yet. Many of them will
do jobs that have not been imagined yet. You
will see miraculous medical discoveries. I’m
so glad we have this section here for our
friends who have come in wheelchairs. Do
you know that just a few weeks ago, for the

first time ever, laboratory animals that had
their spines severed had movement in their
lower limbs because of nerve transplants.
There are going to be things happening in
the next 10 or 20 or 30 years that we never
could have imagined. And we have to be in
the forefront. We recently agreed to under-
take with IBM—the United States and
IBM—to build a supercomputer—listen to
this—a supercomputer that will do more cal-
culations in a single second than you can go
home and do on your hand-held calculator
in 30,000 years.

The point I’m trying to make is that we
are going to see Americans with more
chances to live out their dreams and live up
to their God-given abilities than at any point
in the history of our great country if we make
the right decisions, if we build the right sort
of bridge to the 21st century, if we say we
want opportunity for all, responsible citizen-
ship from all, and everybody has a place in
our community. We want everybody, every-
body, without regard to where they start in
life, without regard to their race or their
background, if you will work hard and be a
good citizen, you’re a part of our country and
we want to walk over that bridge into the
next century with you. That’s what we have
to do.

I want us to build a bridge to the 21st
century with the best education system in the
world. I want every classroom and library in
America, from the smallest rural schools to
the most remote mountain villages to the
poorest inner-city schools to be hooked up
to the information superhighway by the year
2000, to the Internet, to the World Wide
Web so that we can say—think of this, here
in Centralia, think of this—we will be able
to say by the year 2000 for the first time in
our history, every child in America, no matter
where he or she goes to school, will have
access to the same information in the same
time at the same level of quality as any other
child in the richest school districts in the
country, everybody has access to it imme-
diately. Will you help me build that bridge
to the 21st century?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. I want us to build a bridge

to the 21st century where every young per-
son, every middle-aged person and every
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older person who needs it can go to college
and know that it can be paid for in a country
with opportunity for all, and here’s how I
want to do it.

Number one, I want every family to be
able to take out an IRA and save in it and
then withdraw from it to pay for college costs
without having any taxes to pay on it. Num-
ber two, number two, I want to make 2 years
of community college just as universal in 4
years as a high school diploma is today. And
it’s easy to do. Here’s how we’re going to
do it. We’re going to say you can deduct,
dollar for dollar from your tax bill, the cost
of the tuition at a typical community college
in America for up to 2 years. We will pay
the bill by lowering your taxes for how much
your tuition costs if you will just go and be
a good citizen, learn a lot, improve your skills
and make America stronger. We can revolu-
tionize America if we do it.

Number three, I propose to give a tax de-
duction of up to $10,000 a year for the costs
of all college tuition anywhere, undergradu-
ate, graduate, you name it, for old, middle-
aged, or the very youngest people. We need
to educate America, and we can pay for this
and still balance the budget. That’s what we
ought to do. Will you help me build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

I want to build a bridge to the 21st century
where we keep growing jobs, 101⁄2 million
jobs in the last 4 years, record numbers of
new small businesses, record exports. We
have to keep doing that. We can do it if we
balance the budget and continue to invest
in education, technology, research, the envi-
ronment, protecting Medicare and Medicaid.
We can grow the economy. We can have a
tax cut targeted to education and childrearing
and medical expenses and buying that first
home and not taxing people when they sell
their homes on the gain they get from the
sale and still balance the budget. We can do
that. Will you help me do that and build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

I want to finish the job of making our
streets safer. Four years of declining crime,
1 million fewer crime victims in America—
I want to keep going down. That means we’ve
got to keep putting police on the streets of
communities like this one. We’ve got to keep
the safe and drug-free schools program and

tell those in Congress who want to get rid
of it and our support for the D.A.R.E. pro-
gram and other things like it, ‘‘We can’t turn
around. We’ve got to intensify our efforts
here.’’

We’ve got to toughen our efforts to try to
make our streets safer, but we also have to
do things that give our young people things
to say yes to, that give them hope: leaving
our schools open later, giving them opportu-
nities to work in the summer, improving the
educational opportunities of kids that are in
trouble, supporting AmeriCorps and giving
more young people the chance to work their
way through college and serve their commu-
nities and be good role models. Will you help
me build that bridge to the 21st century?
[Applause]

We have to build a bridge to the 21st cen-
tury that makes more communities stronger,
like I see here today, starting with strong
families. I am very proud of the fact that the
first bill I signed was the family and medical
leave law. And I might add, it really is a clas-
sic example of the differences between my
opponent and his party and me. I signed it;
he led the fight against it. I brag on it, he
says we still made a mistake to sign it. Now,
you be the judge.

Here’s what the family and medical leave
law does. It says quite simply, if you work
in a business with 50 or more employees and
you need a little time off from work because
you or your wife is about to have a child—
your spouse is about to have a child or be-
cause your child is sick or because you have
a sick parent, you can take that time off and
not lose your job, because we know you need
to succeed at home and at work. That’s what
the law says.

Now, in 31⁄2 years, 12 million times, Amer-
ican families have taken advantage of that
law. Has it hurt us? No. We’ve got 101⁄2 mil-
lion more jobs. We’ve got record new busi-
nesses. We’ve got the healthiest small busi-
nesses climate in history. We made every
small business eligible for a tax cut, if they
invest more in their own business or if they
invest in health insurance. We made it easier
for them to take out retirement plans, but
we said, look, people have to be able to suc-
ceed at raising their children and at work.
That’s our objective as Americans. I want
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more of that kind of policy for America.
That’s the difference between us and them.
We know it takes a village. We know workers
should also be good parents. We know raising
children is the most important job of any so-
ciety, and we want you to support our ap-
proach to that. Will you help us build that
bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

And finally, let me say, to echo what the
Vice President said, we’ve got a cleaner envi-
ronment than we had 4 years ago. The air
is cleaner, drinking water standards have
been raised, safety standards for food have
been raised with the support, I might add,
of farmers in Washington and others
throughout the country.

We have cleaned up more toxic waste
dumps in 3 years than the previous adminis-
trations did in 12. We have saved our national
parks from an ill-advised scheme to sell some
of them off. Just yesterday, I announced 1.7
million acres of land being established as a
national monument in southern Utah, the
Grand Staircase-Escalante Monument.

We just completed a plan to restore the
salmon in the Columbia River. We just com-
pleted an agreement to protect the old
growth forest here, and timber jobs have in-
creased, not decreased, in the last 4 years.
Those who said that you couldn’t protect the
environment and maintain the strength of
rural communities were wrong.

But finally, let me say, we still have some
problems. This is an amazing thing. There
are 10 million children living within 4 miles
of a toxic waste dump. If you will give us
4 more years, we’re going to clean up the
two-thirds of those dumps that are the worst
so we can say of all of our children, our kids
are growing up next to parks, not poison. We
want to preserve our environment and grow
our economy. That’s the way to build a
bridge to the 21st century. Will you help us
build that bridge? [Applause]

Will you work for us for 6 weeks and 5
days and talk to your friends and neighbors
and make this a campaign of ideas, not name-
calling and insults? Will you ask people to
think about what they want America to look
like when their children are their age and
to vote for that kind of America? Let’s take
advantage of this season. Let’s create a sense
of community all over this country that our

elections make a difference, our votes make
a difference, and this time more than any
election in a very long time, we are voting
for the shape of the future and voting for
our children.

I ask you, as we look at these children—
there are some children back here that have
‘‘Centralia class of 2000.’’ I want them to
come up on this stage when I finish. I want
you to look at them, and I want you to think
about them every day between now and the
election and remember that’s what this is all
about. We need your help.

Thank you for being here. God bless you.
Stay with us. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at the
corner of Tower St. and Pine St. in downtown
Centralia. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Peter Corwin of Centralia, and resident John
Simpson who introduced the President.

Remarks in Longview, Washington
September 19, 1996

Thank you, Wow! Thank you way back
there in the back. Can you hear? [Applause]
Oh, thank you for waiting for us. Thank you
for making us feel so welcome in this stun-
ningly beautiful community. What a wonder-
ful place you have to live.

I want to thank right here at the outset
the people who have provided our music, the
R.A. Long and Mark Morris High School
bands. Thank you, bands, thank you. And the
Checkers—thank you. And I understand that
the R.A. Long football team is undefeated
and down here somewhere. Congratulations.
Thank you.

I’d also like to say a special word of thanks
to Axel Swanson, the student body president
at R.A. Long. Now, you just think about it,
he got up here in front of this big crowd,
and unlike me, he doesn’t do this all the time.
And I though he did a terrific job, and I was
really proud of him. You know, when I was
his age I had a chance to shake hands with
President Kennedy. It made an impression
on me I never forgot. But I was looking at
him today and I can tell you that today he
looks a lot more like a future President than
I did then. I liked it, and I hope he does
very well. Congratulations, Axel.
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